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A. Well, the military establishment of 
NATO is directly related io the military 
establishment of the Sevier Union. Now. back 
in 1946, we had no allies, except those that 
were formed to defeat Germany and Japan. 
And those alliances were expected to disappear. 

Now, the pressures by the Soviet Union into 
the free world against Western Europe in such 

reas as Greece, the seizure of Czechoslovakia. 
the Berlin blockade—all these pressures alerted 
the free world to the fact that they rust or- 


cy our questions. 


Secretary, { mondecr If you would coe- 


‘For text of an address made by Secretary Rusk at 
the regional conference that erening, see Pours of 
Mar. 4, 1963, p. 311. 
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canize thenieeives far their aun defense. This 
ἀνὰ ΤΠ te NATO. 

Now, the military preblem of NATO is di- 
ectly relited to the mulitary establishment of 
the Soviet Union. So that Che question of bases 
has toda with what is on the other side. The 
Soviet Union has bases that are looking down 
the throat of Western Murope and other neieh- 
Lore, and those arens are to be protected it 
artied force must be available in 
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The Question of Cuba 


Ur. Secretary, ahout Cuba, is the political 
criticism, the current criticism concerning Cuba, 
actually forcing ἃ change of administration 
policy? 


-\. Well, I think that the type of discus- 
sion not only is inevitable but important, but 
[ don't believe that the main Lines of policy . 
can be affected by the day-to-day debate that 
goes on. The Cuban story is a long story, and 
there is plenty of room in it for all sorts of 
partisan debate. It goes back many years. 

But this is not the point these days. We, the 
United States, have a serious proviem with re- 
spect to Cuba. Now, we can look back through 
tivo administrations and find that other steps 
might have been taken or that something might 
have been done differently that might have 
made that situation different than it is today. 
But this is something in which we are all in- 
volved. 

Now, the Cuban question poses a problem 
for the United States, its allies in the hemi- 
sphere, itsalliesin NATO. As faras the hemi- 
sphere is concerned, there is, I think, today 
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and every LZ Vets and every 4 Venrs see dave a 
erent debate in this country. Now, [ think if 
Towere deeply concerned about the factor at 
debate L should not be in my present po-t. Dar 
what's important is that the main lines of Aimer- 
lean foreign policy, since 1945, have been 
worked out on a bipartisan basis, both in the 
Executive and in cooperation between renbers 
of boih parties in the Congress. We have a 
eood many Republicans working with us in the 
present administration and in the Congress. 

You remember in the 80th Congress every re- 
nort that came out of the Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee during the 0th Congress came 
out unanimously under the chairmanship of 
Senator Vandenberg. From the foreign policy 
point of view that was one of the creative Con- 
aresses in our history, and on the domestic 
policy people of that day had some other things 
to say about the 8Cth Congress, but basically it is 
bipartisan. 


. Do you anticipate another period of ten- 
sion such as we experienced lust October, and 
do you think the world iz ready to face this all 
over again? 
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Administration of Foreign Aid 


2. Mr. Secor tary, your forcign aid dirceior, 
David Bell, said tediy that there would be SOME 
new tough lines in administering foreign ad 
programs. I isouder if you could Leseribe 
erally what tough dines the administration has 
in mind. 


A. Weill, one has to be a little careful because 
when we taik to our own peopie there are at 
least three other audiences listening in—our 
allics, the unalined countries, and the Soviet 
biee. But I believe myself that foreign aid, a 
substantial foreign aid program, is vital to the 
security and the well-being of our own country. 
But I also believe thut in goad conscience we 
have to be in a position to go to our own people 
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A. Weil, TP think that, where Soviet forces 
are in Cuna, this e 


side consideratiows, Sordwide confrontations, 
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which expose Cale τὸ that overriding con fron- 
tation between che Soviet Union and the free 
world. T would titlagk chat Cuba would be 
safer without Soviet troops than with then. 
O. You mean sifer from the United States’ 
A. Safer in every Tes pect, iN every respect. 


. Mr. Secretary, ἰδ the eutrent quarre) Ue- 
ne, Russia and Chita good nes to the West? 
A. We have been very cautions about inter- 
preting this split 4s gaod news. Basically the 
objectives of the twe sides femain the same. 
They both want to bury us. There are some 
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I procised μα νον ὡς situations develop? 


A. Well, I don’t know of any period exce,t 
those 5 or 6 davs during the Cuban crisis be- 
nween the Monday, the 15th, and Monday, the 
224 of October, when we deliberately withheld 
important information, because it was vitally 
iaportant that, when that information was re- 
jwaged, the action to be tiken in connection with 
tat information be announced at the same time. 
‘There are a Jot of reasons for that, but we felt 
that they were very Important. 

In the first instance, we wanted to be abso- 
lutely certain that we had hard information and 
the coverage of (1 island during that week was 
complete, and we felt that when Pr: sident Ken- 
nedy spoke on October 22d‘* he did have full 
and complete information about the situation 
on the island. 

Now, as far as the rest of it is concerned, the 
secrets are almost literally nonexistent. We 


‘For text, see ibid. Nov. 12, 1962, p. 715. 
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have a very capable and active and professional 
press corps in Wasnington, who not only know 
hew to dig out information but also who know 
What's going on without having to ask an of- 
ficer of gavernment at every stage because he 
2n read events and read what's said by various 
governments and put all these things together. 
There are a few technical secrets that are not 
disclosed. And from day to day or week to 
week, there are intergovernmental talks, private 
in nature, which are not fully exposed because 
to do so would frustrate the very purpose of the 
talks. But policy and action in this country are 
not secret. They are public. So that I think 
that, with the exception of those 6 er 7 days 
there In October, this question of management 
of news does not apply te the Department of 
State. 
Now T won't go into the question of how dif- 
ficult it is to keep a secret even if you wanted 
to. So I think the press is pretty well serviced. 


West New Guinea 


QO. The Government of Malaya today an- 
nounced a military buildup in the activities of 
the fudanescins. [πὶ the light of the US. po- 
aitien in the settlement of the West Irian 
dispute, f wander hew you would charactertze 
recent Indanesian activitics in North Borneo 
and whether this gives you any cause to regret 
our participation in the West [rian dismete. 


A. [think if those who are to take part in the 
Malaysia Federation do so ona basis of consent, 
ts is now Che case, andop the basis of arrange- 
ments whieh are within thee own jurisdiction 
and control, that 1F anyone on the outside at- 
tempts oy force or threat of forco to interfere 
with those, this would create a very serious 
problem, 

Now, the We-t New Guinea thing, P think, 1s 
airather different question because thera fad 
been hanging over since 19 a dispute between 
Tndenesia and the Netherlands abont West. 
New Guinea. There had been an orginal 
nereenient at Che time of the independence of 
Indonesia to negotiate that question—that is the 
question of the Independence of West New 
Guinea during the following year. Those 


306 


negotiations never really tool place seriously 
and never preduced any result, but there wag 
a genuine dispute there about West New Guinea, 
and I think the suttlement that was reached 
represented the real national policies of both 
parties to that dispute. But I think the Ma- 
luysian situation would be quite different. 


Q. Mr, Rush, you mentioned not much pub. 
licity in connection with lopping off certain 
forcign ail projects. Ts that because the De. 
partment deesn‘t want it to be publicized, or 
because the Washington reporters don't asl:, 
or what? 


A. No, a part of it is based upon administra- 
tive decisions about. whether a particular proj- 
ect is paying off. Therefore you simply 
withdraw it. But vou don't make a ereat to-do 
about it because there are other things going on 
that are paying off and shonld be followed. 


Q. Would that be managed news then? Tf 
you stop α program and dan't— 


A. No. For example, Τὶ don’t believe that it's 
up tous. For example, if we withdraw a man 
for incompetence, T don’t think it’s up to us to 
announce that to everybody, that we are with- 
drawing this particular aid official for ineom- 
petence. No one else in the country does that 
when they fire somebody for incompetence. Gur 
Government is somewhat different, but [ just 
don’t think it’s a responsible way to conduet 
public business. 

Now, reporters do pet into those situations 
Abroad and at home and a good deal of this is 
known, but this ts not a case of managed news. 
It's just that its a part of the normal operation 
of government. A thousand cables go out of the 
Department of State every day, and PE would 
suppose that 980 of those dam't make up news. 


Q, Afr, Leusis, cun the problem. af Beitish CT 
fry into the Common Market be solved ax lang 


ax De Garlle remains President of [ranee? 


A. Well, [suppose that, if France continues 
to take the view that Britain is net rine for 
menmbershipeoin the Common Market, in a techy 
nieal sensa France can stop the membership of 
Britain into the Common Market. Bt there 


are Vast and inportant trade relationships be- 
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